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(4310-4N) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Bureau of Indian Affairs 

[DR.5B711.IA000813] 

Land Acquisitions; Cowlitz Indian Tribe 

AGENCY:  Bureau of Indian Affairs, Interior. 

ACTION:  Notice of Final Agency Determination. 
 
SUMMARY:  The Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs made a final agency determination to 

acquire approximately 151.87 acres of land into trust for gaming and other purposes for the 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe on April 22, 2013.   

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:  Paula L. Hart, Director, Office of Indian 

Gaming, Bureau of Indian Affairs, MS-3657 MIB, 1849 C Street, NW, Washington, DC 20240; 

Telephone (202) 219-4066. 

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:  This notice is published in the exercise of authority 

delegated by the Secretary of the Interior to the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs by 209 

Departmental Manual 8.1, and is published to comply with the requirements of 25 CFR Part 

151.12(b) that notice be given to the public of the Secretary’s decision to acquire land in trust at 

least thirty (30) days prior to signatory acceptance of the land into trust.   

 

On December 17, 2010, the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs issued a Record of Decision 

(2010 ROD) announcing a final determination to acquire in trust approximately 151.87 acres of 

land and to proclaim the land to be the Cowlitz Indian Tribe’s reservation.  Notice of that 

decision was published in the Federal Register on January 4, 2011, 76 Fed Reg. 377 (2011).  

http://federalregister.gov/a/2013-10924
http://federalregister.gov/a/2013-10924.pdf


 
 2 

That decision was challenged in the United States District Court for the District of Columbia.  

On March 13, 2013, the district court remanded the matter to the Department with instructions to 

rescind the 2010 ROD, and ordered the Department to issue a new ROD within sixty (60) days 

of the date of the decision unless good cause was shown why the Department could not do so.  

 

On April 22, 2013, the Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs rescinded the 2010 ROD and issued a 

new ROD announcing the  decision to acquire in trust approximately 151.87 acres of land in 

trust for the Cowlitz Indian Tribe and issue a reservation proclamation under the authority of the 

Indian Reorganization Act of 1934, 25 U.S.C. 465 and 467.  We have determined that the 

Cowlitz Indian Tribe’s request meets the requirements of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act’s 

“initial reservation” exception, 25 U.S.C. 2719(b)(1)(B)(ii), to the general prohibition contained 

in 25 U.S.C. 2719(a) on gaming on lands acquired in trust after October 17, 1988.  The land is 

located in Clark County, Washington, and will be used for gaming and other purposes.   

 

The 151.87 acre parcel located in Clark County, Washington, is described as follows: 

PARCEL I 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the West line of Primary State Highway No. 1 and the East 

line of the Southeast quarter of Section 5, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette 

Meridian, Clark County, Washington; thence Northerly along said West line of Primary State 

Highway No. 1 a distance of 1307.5 feet to the Point of Beginning of this description; thence 

West 108.5 feet to an angle point thereon; thence Northerly along the fence 880.5 feet to the 

center line of a creek; thence Northerly along said creek 443 feet to the West line of Primary 

State Highway No. 1; thence Southerly along said West line of Highway to the Point of 

Beginning.  
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EXCEPT that portion conveyed to the State of Washington by Auditor’s File Nos. G 450664 and 

G 147358. 

PARCEL II  

That portion of the following described land lying West of the Westerly line of Interstate 5, 

formerly known as Pacific Highway, in Section 9, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the 

Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington.  

The North half of the Southwest quarter of the Northwest quarter any the South half of the 

Northwest quarter of the Northwest quarter of Section 9, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the 

Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington. 

EXCEPT any portion lying within NW 31st Avenue. 

ALSO EXCEPT that portion thereof acquired by the State of Washington by deed recorded 

under Auditor’s File Nos. G 140380 and D 95767. 

PARCEL III 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of 

Section 8, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, 

Washington; and running thence East 390 feet to the Point of Beginning; thence East 206 feet; 

thence South 206 feet; thence West 206 feet; and thence North to the Point of Beginning. 

EXCEPT that portion lying within the right of way of NW 319th Street. 

PARCEL IV 

All that part of the Southeast quarter of Section 5, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the 

Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington, lying West of Primary State Road No. 1 

(Pacific Highway). 

EXCEPT the Henry Ungemach tract recorded in Volume 76 of Deeds, page 33, records of Clark 

County, Washington, described as follows: 
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BEGINNING at a point 19.91chains North of  the Southwest corner of said Southeast quarter; 

thence East 13.48 chains to creek; thence Northerly along creek to North line of said Southeast 

quarter at a point 6.66 chains West of the Northeast corner thereof; thence West to Northwest 

corner of said Southeast quarter; thence South 19.91 chains to the Point of Beginning. 

ALSO EXCEPT the John F. Anderson tract as conveyed by deed recorded under Auditor’s File 

No. F 38759, records of Clark County, Washington, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the Southwest quarter of the Southeast quarter of 

Section 5, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, 

Washington; and running thence East 514 feet; thence Southerly 340 feet; thence Northwesterly 

487 feet to a point 196 feet due South of the Point of Beginning; thence North to the Point of 

Beginning. 

ALSO EXCEPT that tract described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point 26 rods and 9 feet West of the Southeast corner of Section 5, Township 

4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington; and running 

thence West 20 rods to County Road; thence North 182 feet; thence East 20 rods; thence South 

182 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

ALSO EXCEPT a certain reserved tract described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the intersection of the West line of Primary State Highway No. 1 (Pacific 

Highway) and the East line of the Southeast quarter of said Section 5, Township 4 North, Range 

1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington; thence Northerly along said West 

line of Primary State Highway No. 1, a distance of 1307.5 feet to the True Point of Beginning of 

this description; thence West 108.5 feet to an angle point therein; thence Northerly along fence 

880.5 feet to center line of creek, thence Northeasterly along said creek 443 feet, more or less, to 

the West line of Primary State Highway No. 1; thence Southerly along said West line of highway 
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to the True Point of Beginning. 

ALSO EXCEPT that portion thereof lying with Primary State Highway No. 1 (SR-5) as 

conveyed to the State of Washington by deed recorded under Auditor’s File Nos. G 458085, G 

143553 and D 94522. 

ALSO EXCEPT any portion lying within NW 319th Street and Primary State Highway No. 1. 

PARCEL V 

A portion of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, 

Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of Section 8; thence South along 

the West line of the Northeast quarter of said Section 8, 1320 feet, more or less, to the Southwest 

corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast quarter; thence East along the South line to a 

point 830 feet West of the Southeast corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast quarter; 

thence North parallel with the East line of said Northeast quarter to a point 600 feet South of the 

North line of said Northeast quarter; thence East parallel with the North line of said Northeast 

quarter 370 feet; thence North parallel with the East line of said Northeast quarter 600 feet to the 

North line of said Section 8; thence West along the North line of said Section 8 to the Point of 

Beginning. 

EXCEPT that portion lying within NW 319th Street. 

ALSO EXCEPT the following described tract: 

A portion of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, 

Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of said Section 8; thence South 

along the West line of the Northeast quarter of said Section 8, 1320 feet, more or less, to the 

Southwest corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast quarter; thence East along the South 
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line to a point 830 feet West of the Southeast corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast 

quarter; thence North, parallel with the East line of said Northeast quarter to a point 600 feet 

South of the North line of said Northeast quarter; thence East, parallel with the North line of said 

Northeast quarter, 370 feet, said point being the True Point of Beginning of the tract herein 

described; thence West parallel with the North line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 457 

feet; thence North parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 240 feet; 

thence East parallel with the North line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 157.0 feet; thence 

North, parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 360 feet, more or less, 

to the North line of said Northeast quarter; thence East, along said North line, a distance of 

300feet; thence South, parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 600 

feet, more or less, to the True point of Beginning. 

PARCEL VI 

A portion of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, 

Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of said Section 8, thence South 

along the West line of the Northeast quarter of said Section 8; 1320 feet, more or less, to the 

Southwest corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast quarter; thence East along the South 

line to a point 830 feet West of the Southeast corner of the Northwest quarter of said Northeast 

quarter; thence North, parallel with the East line of said Northeast quarter to a point 600 feet 

South of the North line of said Northeast quarter; thence East, parallel with the North line of said 

Northeast quarter 370 feet to a point, said point being True Point of Beginning of the tract herein 

described; thence West, parallel with the North line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 457 

feet; thence North, parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 240 feet; 

thence East, parallel with the North line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 157.0 feet; 
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thence North, parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 360 feet, more 

or less, to the North line of said Northeast quarter; thence East, along said North line, a distance 

of 300 feet; thence South, parallel with the West line of said Northeast quarter, a distance of 600 

feet, more or less, to the True Point of Beginning. 

PARCEL VII 

The East 830 feet of the Northwest quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 

North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington. 

EXCEPT the West 370 feet to the North 600 feet thereof. 

ALSO EXCEPT that portion of the remainder thereof, lying within NW 319th Street. 

PARCEL VIII 

The Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of 

the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington. 

EXCEPT that portion of said premises, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point 612 feet East of the Northwest corner of said Northeast quarter of the 

Northeast quarter of said Section 8; thence South 191.0 feet; thence East 228.0 feet; thence 

North 191.0 feet; thence West 228.0 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

EXCEPT that portion of said premises, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point 390.0 feet East of the Northwest corner of said Northeast quarter of the 

Northeast quarter of said Section 8; thence East 206.0 feet; thence South 206.0 feet: thence West 

206.0 feet; thence North 206.0 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

EXCEPT that portion of said premises lying within Pekin Ferry County Road, and 

EXCEPT that portion of said premises lying within County Road No. 25; 

EXCEPT that portion conveyed to the State of Washington by deed recorded under Auditor’s 

File Nos. G 143551 and G 499101. 
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EXCEPT that portion conveyed to the State of Washington for Interstate 5. 

EXCEPT that portion conveyed to James Fisher and wife, by instrument recorded under 

Auditor’s File No. G 699690, described as follows: 

BEGINNING at the Southeast corner of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 

8, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington; 

thence North 200 feet; thence West 435 feet; thence South 200 feet to a point on the South line 

of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of said Section; thence East 435 feet to the 

Point of Beginning. 

PARCEL IX 

That portion of the Northeast quarter of the Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, 

Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, Clark County, Washington; described as follows: 

BEGINNING at a point 612 feet East of the Northwest corner of the Northeast quarter of the 

Northeast quarter of Section 8, Township 4 North, Range 1 East of the Willamette Meridian, 

Clark County, Washington; thence South 191 feet; thence East 228 feet; thence North 191 feet; 

thence West 228 feet to the Point of Beginning. 

EXCEPT County Roads. 

 

ALSO EXCEPT that portion thereof conveyed to the State of Washington by deed recorded 

under Auditor’s File Nos. G 500929 and G 143551.  

Dated: April 26, 2013                  
 
 
 
 

Kevin K. Washburn 
Assistant Secretary – Indian Affairs   
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